
Naomi HargisNaomi HargisNaomi HargisNaomi Hargis    
Meritorious Award 

 

Naomi Hargis was born in Yellow Pine and graduated 

from Liberty High School. She attended Mary Allen Junior 

College where she received an emergency certificate in 

elementary education in two years and started teaching in 

the Pine Flat Independent School District. She taught at 

Beloxi High School and afterwards in Dayton, Texas at 

Love High School. Hargis received her B.A. degree and 

permanent teaching certificate from Tillotson College in 

Austin in 1949 and a master's in Education with a major in 

Special Education and a minor in Art Education from 

Prairie View A&M in 1963. 

 

Hargis taught in the Creedmoor School District, Georgetown ISD and Willis 

ISD and was the first black teacher for Willis. From 1967-1986, she taught in 

the Del Valle ISD from which she retired after 43 years in all teaching special 

children. She also taught high school dropouts for 15 years at Austin 

Community College.  

 

She and husband Otis were the parents of two daughters, Brenda and Diane. In 

retirement, Naomi enjoyed doing volunteer work in her church, Ebenezer 

Baptist in Austin, community, and many hobbies. She passed away on Dec. 17, 

2013 in Brownsville. 

 

 

Mike JinksMike JinksMike JinksMike Jinks    
Meritorious Award 

 

Mike Jinks is running backs coach at Texas Tech University after 

becoming one of the top high school coaches in Texas. Jinks had a 

highly successful tenure at Steele HS in Cibolo, a suburb of San 

Antonio. He was the first head coach at Steele, which opened in 2005. 

 

He molded the program into a state powerhouse, compiling a 76-18 

overall record and an impressive 43-4 mark in his final three seasons. 

He led the Knights to the 2010 Class 5A Division II State 

Championship and to the state finals in 2011. He coached the West 

Team in the U.S. Army All-American Bowl in January 2013.  

 

Jinks earned his first head coaching job at Burbank High School in 2005. He was a two-

year starting quarterback at Angelo State University where he earned a degree in 

Kinesiology. He and his wife Meredith have two children, Jaden and Madison.  


