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Louis Kelley played football and basketball at Woodson HS in 

Abilene. During his career under coaches Donald Grace and Ervin 

Garnett, Kelley served as captain of the football team and was All- 

State in 1954 and 1955.  

 

Kelly attended Cisco JC before transferring to New Mexico State 

University in 1956. There, he was a fullback and caught a touchdown 

pass in the Aggies 28-8 win over North Texas State in the 1959 Sun 

Bowl game. Kelley graduated in 1961 and began his coaching career 

Dunbar HS in Lubbock. He was head coach at Dunbar from 1970-75 

then lead the football program at Estacado HS until his retirement in 2000. In 31 years as 

a head coach he compiled a 240-91-10 record that included 17 district champions. 

       

Among his numerous honors are: NMSU distinguished alumnus, Texas HS Coaches Hall 

of Honor, and eight-time Lubbock Avalanche Journal newspaper Coach of the Year. 

Kelley was director of the Texas High School Coaches Assn. from 1980-84. 

 

He resides in Lubbock with his wife, Claudier. He has four grandchildren and his son, 

Louis Earl, is a coach in Pflugerville. 
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Sidney Lanier Sadler, Jr. was born near Waco and graduated from 

Moore HS. He attended Samuel Huston College in Austin though 

his studies were interrupted by WW II. Sadler served in the U.S. 

Army and returned to Huston after his discharge and graduated in 

1949. Immediately after graduation, he was named principal at the 

Carver (Colored) School in Pecos, a 2-room schoolhouse with 

approximately 100 students from grades 1 to 12. 

        

Sadler started the school's first athletic program, basketball though 

the team practiced on an outdoor, concrete court and played home 

games in the white Pecos HS gymnasium. Carver competed against other Class B 

Schools in West Texas and performed admirably against larger black high schools, 

notably Amarillo Carver, Lubbock Dunbar, Odessa Blackshear, and Midland Carver. 

        

In 1954 and 1955 Sadler's team competed in the Class B finals of the state. Four of his 

players attended Huston-Tillotson College on basketball scholarships. Upon integration, 

he was not offered a coaching position and finished his career as a principal. He died in 

1988 at the age of 65. 


