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  This newsletter is dedicated to the inductees of 2023 

The PVILCA Board and Staff appreciates               
the donations sent from the 2023 inductees.         

These donations help the organization continue        
to recognize deserving individuals. The legacy lives  
on  as seen at the  PVILCA’s Annual Event on 

July 13, 2024. The buildings are almost gone, but 
the memories live on. We must let our young   

people know whose shoulders they stand on. Enjoy 
the pictures of those who paved the way. 
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October 7, 2023  
 
Dear PVILCA Members, 
 
We hope this newsletter finds you in good health and high spirits as we reflect on the eventful summer that the  Prairie View 
Interscholastic League Coaches Association (PVILCA) has had so far. From exhibitions to honoring outstanding individuals, it has 
been a season filled with celebration and recognition of the PVIL's rich history. 
 
In June, the PVILCA collaborated with Michael Hurd, the esteemed author of the book "Thursday Night Lights," and the Bryan 
Museum in Galveston to host a remarkable exhibition. This exhibition showcased PVILCA memorabilia and beautifully narrated 
the life story of segregated high school football in Texas. It highlighted the contributions of players who played a    significant role 
in the PVIL and later broke the color barrier in professional sports, with some even earning a place in the NFL Hall of Fame. By 
displaying the exhibition from April 20 to July 2, we showcased the social relevance of the PVIL and its profound place in Texas 
Black History. 
 
Moving on to July, our next significant event was the Annual PVILCA Hall of Honor and Hall of Fame Banquet, which took place  
in Houston on July 15. This grand occasion witnessed the induction of over 60 deserving honorees into the PVILCA Hall of       
Honor and Hall of Fame. The banquet was attended by an impressive gathering of over 900 guests, including esteemed PVILCA 
members, former players, coaches, and supporters. It was a night filled with nostalgia, heartfelt tributes, and a shared sense of 
pride in the PVIL's legacy. 
 
In addition to the Annual PVILCA Hall of Honor and Hall of Fame Banquet, July proved to be an extraordinary month for the   
PVILCA as we continued to celebrate and honor outstanding individuals. This time, our journey took us to Dallas, where we    
visited the African American Museum. 
 
During our visit, we had the privilege of recognizing five remarkable African American coaches who achieved the exceptional 
feat of winning state championships in their respective sports. These coaches have not only left an   indelible mark on their 
teams but have also set the bar high for intercity high schools, inspiring them to believe that winning state championships is 
within their reach. 
 
Among the honored coaches is Jason Todd of South Oak Cliff, who achieved the incredible feat of winning back-to-back state 
championships. His leadership and dedication have not only brought glory to his school but have also inspired countless young 
athletes to strive for greatness. 
 
We also recognized the basketball coaches of Faith Academy, Brandon Thomas, and Nick Smith of Kimball High whose names 
stands synonymous with excellence in the sport. Under their guidance, both teams consistently displayed exceptional skills and 
sportsmanship, becoming a force to be reckoned with in the basketball arena. 
 
In the realm of football, we honored Coach Claude Mathis of DeSoto and Coach Reginald Sample of Duncanville. Both coaches 
have transformed their respective teams into powerhouses, leading them to remarkable victories and instilling a winning     
mentality that reverberates throughout their communities. 
 
These five coaches have made the PVILCA immensely proud, and their achievements serve as a testament to the rich talent    
and dedication within the PVIL community. They embody the spirit of the PVIL and continue to inspire  future generations of 
athletes and coaches. 
 
We extend our heartfelt congratulations to these exceptional individuals and express our gratitude for their contributions to    
the PVIL's legacy. By recognizing their accomplishments, we reinforce our commitment to preserving the history of the PVIL    
and uplifting those who have made a significant impact in the world.  
 
As we progressed into August, the PVILCA continued its mission of preserving and showcasing the PVIL's history by organizing 
another remarkable exhibition. This time, the exhibition was held at The African American History   Research Center at the  
Gregory School, providing an opportunity for a wider audience to appreciate and learn about the impact of the PVIL. The        
exhibition once again captivated visitors, highlighting the struggles, triumphs,  and remarkable achievements of the PVIL's      
athletes, coaches, and community.  
 
Looking ahead, we have an exciting lineup of events and initiatives planned for the coming months. We are dedicated to         
promoting the PVIL's legacy, inspiring future generations, and fostering a sense of camaraderie  among our members. Stay  
tuned for updates on upcoming events, workshops, and opportunities to get involved. 
 
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the individuals, organizations, and sponsors who supported and participated in our  
summer events. Your contributions have been invaluable in preserving the history of the PVIL and empowering us to continue 
our mission. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, dedication, and love for the PVILCA. Together, we will carry forward the  spirit and       
significance of the PVIL for generations to come. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Brown  
Chairman of the Board of Directors  
Burl Jones  
Media Relations  
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The PVILCA Ring 

This is a memento that not only signifies your membership in an elite group of former 
coaches and athletes, but connects you to a storied history. It was a time we’re not 
likely to see again and you played a significant role in its success--on the field, on the 
court, on the diamond, on the track...in the classroom, and other areas of competition 
that saw PVIL member schools produce some of the greatest talent (athletic and    
academic) anywhere, from 1920-1970. 

  

You helped make history, and now you can remember the past with pride with a PVIL 
ring. Cost: $475. For a ring order form visit our website www.PVILCA.org  print, fill out 
and mail to:  

               PVILCA 
  4219 Roseneath Dr. 
  Houston, Texas 77021 
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The PVILCA Life Members 

“Remembering The Past With Pride” 

2008 (Continued) 
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Kenneth Curl, Jr. 

Donald “Mantan” Dickson 
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The PVILCA Life Members 
2015 Continued 

Deloris Marie Johnson 
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Martha Snell Latham 

Fred Lewis 

Jeff Lewis, Jr. 
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Sammie Taylor 

Life membership funds are the foundation 
that will enable us to acquire our own 
space to house the PVIL Memorabilia. 

Thanks 
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2013 (Continued) 
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Julius Shanklin 

Robert “Blue” Smith 
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Harry Wright 

Travis Alton Wright 

2017 

Tommy L. Beatty 

John Brown 

Glenn Ray Cooper 

Jimmie W. Cooper 

Clem Daniels 

Erse Davis 

Sammie J. Feggins 

Pinenell V. Gradnigo 

Coach Clifford Hardeman 

Kenneth R. Howard 

Bertha Ann Jackson 

Marvin O. Karo 

George A. Richardson 

Tommy Scott  

Cornelius Shoaf 

Calvin E. Vinson 
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R itcherson 

Ronald Miller 
1947- 2023 

1949- 2023 
Herbert Adams 
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Homer Jones 

2024 Banquet  

 

 

PVIL History 
  . 

July 12, 2024 
Houston Schools Tour  

Gregory Museum 
2:00pm - 5:00pm 

Meet & Greet 
5:00pm 

July 13, 2024 
PVILCA Banquet  

Houston Marriott South  
at Hobby Airport.  
12:00pm - 3:30pm 
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